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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 

of  the 

STAINES  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  health  of  the  district  continued 
satisfactory  during  1956. 

1  reported  in  1955  on  the  medical  effects  of  overcrowding  and 
am  glad  to  state  that  the  most  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
rehoused  during  1956  as  a  result  of  my  report  jointly  with  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Council.  This  policy  of  rehousing 
overcrowded  families  will  continue  in  1957  which  should  see  the 
end  of  the  problem  in  the  district.  Advice  is  also  given  to  the 
Housing  Committee  on  the  degree  of  medical  priority  to  be  awarded 
to  applicants  on  the  housing  waiting  list. 

A  report  was  received  from  Dr.  Baldry,  Consultant  Physician  to 
the  Chest  Clinic  at  Ashford  Hospital,  in  which  he  surveyed  the 
incidence,  treatment  and  present  extent  of  tuberculosis  in  the  com¬ 
munity  in  the  areas  of  Staines,  Ashford,  Feltham,  Sunbury,  Shep- 
perton,  Hampton,  Hampton  Wick  and  Teddington  during  the  two 
years  1954  and  1955.  He  drew  these  conclusions  : 

1.  It  is  considered  that  the  best  indication  that  tuberculosis  is 
being  effectively  conquered  is  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of 
people  who  reach  adult  life  without  having  developed  a  positive 
tuberculin  skin  reaction.  (This  is  one  medical  indication  of  previous 
contact  with  tuberculosis.) 

2.  The  notification  rate  remains  high,  but  this  is  principally 
because  there  is  an  intensive  case-finding  campaign,  and  shows  that 
the  General  Practitioners  are  making  good  use  of  the  miniature 
X-ray  facilities. 

3.  An  analysis  of  the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  in  the  past  two 
years  shows  that  about  50%  of  them  occurred  in  people  whose 
disease  had  become  diagnosed  some  years  previously  before  modern 
chemotherapy  (i.e.  the  new  drugs)  was  available. 
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4.  It  has  recently  been  found  that  it  is  possible  to  give  chemo¬ 
therapy  for  a  long  continuous  period.  This  by  itself,  or  together 
with  major  surgery  makes  control  of  the  disease  possible  in  most 
cases.  It  is  considered  that  the  relapse  rate  is  falling  and  that  this 
is  reflected  in  the  fact  that  some  of  the  beds  set  aside  for  tuber¬ 
culosis  are  empty. 

During  February  and  March,  1956  the  County  Council  held  a 
campaign  in  Middlesex  urging  diphtheria  immunisation,  and  in 
this  area  posters  were  placed  by  my  Department  on  the  notice 
board  in  Ashford  in  support  of  the  County  Council’s  campaign, 
publicising  and  encouraging  the  immunisation  of  children  against 
diphtheria. 

The  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  was  low  in  Staines  Urban  District. 
Two  paralytic  cases  only  were  notified,  and  no  confirmed  non¬ 
paralytic.  Immunisation  against  this  was  commenced  at  the  Middle¬ 
sex  County  Council  Clinics  in  May  1956  for  children  born  in 
March  and  November  1947  to  1954. 

The  problems  connected  with  the  increasing  age  of  the  Com¬ 
munity  continue  to  exercise  a  considerable  amount  of  my  time 
and  efforts  during  the  year.  A  step  forward  in  this  direction  which 
occurred  during  1956  was  the  setting-up  of  a  chiropody  service 
for  old  people  at  reduced  charges.  This  has  been  made  possible 
by  the  very  valued  co-operation  between  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  the  Old  Persons  Welfare  Committee.  The  scheme  has 
received  the  fullest  possible  help  and  encouragement  from  the 
Council  and  a  Nuffield  Grant  has  been  received  which  has  enabled 
the  service  to  be  extended  from  the  Staines  and  Ashford  part  of  the 
district  to  Stanwell  and  Laleham.  The  scheme  is  now  extensive 
in  scope  and  is  providing  a  real  amenity  for  old  people. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  the  case  of  a  lady  of  over  90  years 
of  age  and  her  daughter  of  68  years,  from  whose  house  had  to  be 
removed  three  lorry  loads  of  rubbish,  and  that  despite  all  the  efforts 
of  my  department  and  the  various  Welfare  Services  of  the  County 
Council,  the  house  was  still  in  a  dirty  condition.  The  only  effective 
action  which  could  then  be  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Committee 
was  the  service  of  a  notice  on  the  old  lady,  a  court  case  and  action 
by  the  Council  in  default  to  clean  the  premises.  My  own  feelings 
were  that  punitive  action  of  this  character  may  well  have  had 
serious  effects  on  the  physical  and  mental  wellbeing  of  the  occu¬ 
pants.  Efforts  were  renewed  to  interest  the  old  lady’s  sons  in  these 
conditions,  and  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  two 
elderly  ladies  were  temporarily  lodged  with  one  of  the  sons  in 
another  district  whilst  between  them  the  sons  redecorated  the  house. 
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The  conditions  since  that  time  have  been  maintained  satisfactorily 
and  regular  visits  continue  to  be  made  by  members  of  my  stalT. 

An  old  lady  living  at  Rowland  Hill  Almshouses  was  in  need 
of  care  and  protection  as  her  habits  were  such  that  there  was  a 
daneer  of  fire  in  her  own  accommodation  and  in  the  other  alms- 
houses.  The  Fire  Brigade  had  in  fact  been  summoned  to  attend  to 
one  incident.  Without  any  compulsion  but  by  friendly  persuasion 
and  discussion  I  was  able  to  arrange  for  her  removal  to  an  Old 
Persons’  Home. 

An  old  man  of  88  years  was  occupying  a  furnished  room  at  a 
house  in  Ashford,  and  he  was  found  to  be  without  sufficient  care 
and  medical  attention.  His  condition  was  such  that  arrangements 
had  to  be  made  for  his  removal  to  the  chronic  wards  of  the  hospital. 
The  premises  were  verminous  and  the  necessary  cleansing  was 
carried  out  by  my  department. 

An  old  lady  had  been  living  in  rooms  in  Staines  and  had  been 
bedfast  for  20  years.  She  was  only  able  to  stay  there  as  a  result 
of  the  devoted  care  of  the  district  nurses  and  the  willing  help  of 
neighbours.  Her  condition  deteriorated,  however,  and  she  came 
to  need  day  and  night  attention.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to 
arrange  for  her  admission  to  the  chronic  wards  of  the  Ashford 
Hospital. 

I  refer  in  another  section  of  my  report  to  the  case  of  an  elderly 
lady  living  in  Colnbrook  who  had  to  be  compulsorily  removed 
from  her  house  to  an  old  persons’  home.  The  house  was  in  a  com¬ 
pletely  neglected  condition,  decomposed  food  was  found  in  the 
kitchen  and  in  the  gas  oven,  and  the  old  lady  had  alienated  all  her 
neighbours  who  had  previously  given  her  help.  Her  private  doctor 
was  satisfied  that  her  state  of  health  was  such  that  she  would  have 
had  to  be  removed  to  hospital  if  she  had  not  been  taken  to  an  old 
persons’  home.  Accordingly  an  Order  was  obtained  from  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  a  member  of  my  staff  assisted  by  a  lady  from 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society  took  the  old  lady  to  the  old  persons’ 
home  where  she  settled  down  well  without  the  need  for  a  renewal 
of  the  Order,  and  is  making  reasonable  progress. 

1  have  been  concerned  for  a  number  of  years  with  the  condition 
of  a  lady  of  some  45  years  who  was  mentally  unbalanced  but  not 
certifiable.  Her  habits  were  such  that  there  was  a  distinct  fire  risk, 
to  her  own  and  adjoining  property,  and  she  refused  all  the  help 
which  was  offered  by  the  various  welfare  services.  She  suffered 
from  time  to  time  from  malnutrition  and  had  to  have  treatment  in 
hospital,  and  late  in  the  year,  her  condition  deteriorated  to  such  an 
extent  that  she  was  eventually  certified  and  removed  to  a  mental 
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hospital.  I  find  the  cases  of  mentally  unbalanced  people  who  are 
not  certifiable  to  be  the  most  difficult  of  all  those  cases  with  which 
I  have  to  deal. 

The  statutory  responsibilities  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
in  the  care  of  old  people  is  frequently  small,  but  I  feel  that  there 
is  a  large  part  to  play  in  the  co-ordination  of  the  multifarious  statu¬ 
tory  and  voluntary  organisations  that  are  doing  so  much  to  relieve 
the  often  pitiable  conditions  in  which  some  old  persons  come  to 
find  themselves.  The  chiropody  service  to  which  I  have  already 
referred  is  one  of  these  ways,  and  the  laundry  service  for  inconti¬ 
nent  persons  is  another.  This  can  always  be  put  into  operation  in 
any  case  where  an  excessive  amount  of  laundry  is  required  for  in¬ 
continent  old  persons  nursed  at  home,  f  cannot  refer  too  highly 
to  the  services  of  the  district  nurses  without  whose  help  the  lot 
of  many  of  these  old  people  living  at  home  would  be  quite  impos¬ 
sible.  The  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  and  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  also  do  a  great  deal  to  help,  and  the  Old  Persons’  Welfare 
Committee,  are  another  very  considerable  factor  in  this  service. 

The  Department  continues  to  enjoy  the  best  possible  relations 
with  the  Ashford  Hospital,  and  due  priority  for  admission  to  the 
chronic  ward  is  given  to  all  serious  cases  that  come  to  the  notice 
of  the  department.  The  General  Practitioners  co-operate  also  in 
the  best  possible  way,  and  the  Area  Welfare  Officer  of  the  County 
Council  is  invariably  most  helpful. 

As  an  example  of  the  co-ordination  of  the  various  welfare  ser¬ 
vices  of  this  and  adjoining  districts,  I  would  like  to  mention  a 
monthly  meeting  which  is  held  at  Ashford  Hospital  of  all  the 
various  statutory  bodies  concerned  with  welfare,  amongst  whom 
may  be  mentioned  the  Almoners  of  the  Hospital,  the  Area  Welfare 
Officer,  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the  Probation  Officers,  the 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors,  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses, 
Children’s  Department  of  the  Middlesex  County  Council,  Assistant 
County  Medical  Officers,  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  Public 
Health  fnspectors,  the  County  Council’s  Blind  Welfare  Officers, 
Rehabilitation  Centre  and  Mental  Health  Officers,  and  others. 
These  meetings  have  very  great  value  in  bringing  together  various 
officials  who  may  be  and  very  often  are  dealing  with  the  same  case 
from  different  aspects,  ft  serves  to  reduce  multiplicity  of  visits  in 
certan  cases  and  gives  each  official  a  better  knowledge  of  the  work 
which  his  colleagues  in  other  spheres  are  doing,  f  cannot  speak 
too  highly  of  the  value  of  this  type  of  co-operation. 

The  public  conveniences  in  Elmsleigh  Car  Park  at  the  rear  of 
the  High  Street,  Staines,  were  opened  during  1956,  and  provide  free 
washing  facilities  with  hot  and  cold  water,  soap  and  towels.  These 
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facilities  have  proved  most  popular  not  only  to  residents  of  the 
district  using  the  main  shopping  area  but  also  to  the  numbers  of 
people  who  come  in  from  many  miles  around  to  this  district. 
Letters  of  appreciation  of  these  facilities  have  been  received,  and 
they  have  also  proved  popular  with  long  distance  lorry  drivers  who 
park  their  vehicles  in  the  car  park. 

I  cannot  stress  too  strongly  the  desirability  of  including  washing 
facilities  in  all  new  public  conveniences  and  modernising  existing 
ones  to  similar  standards. 

It  came  to  my  notice  owing  to  the  notification  of  a  case  of  Sonne 
Dysentery  that  one  school  was  still  provided  with  old-fashioned 
trough  closet  accommodation.  I  several  times  contacted  the  Middle¬ 
sex  County  Council  through  the  Divisional  Education  Officer,  and 
T  report  that  this  obsolete  sanitary  accommodation  was  replaced 
with  modern  waterclosets.  There  are  no  longer  any  trough  closets 
in  any  school  in  this  area. 

The  designation  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  on  the  staff  was 
changed  during  the  year  by  law  to  that  of  Public  Health  Inspector, 
which  is  far  more  appropriate  to  the  wide  scope  of  the  work  they  do. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their 
constant  encouragement,  and  the  Staff  of  the  Department  for  the 
high  standard  of  their  work  which,  though  often  carried  out  in 
difficult  and  unpleasant  circumstances,  is  invariably  conducted  in 
a  friendly  and  helpful  manner. 

L.  A.  MATHESON. 
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General  Statistics 


Area — 8,271  acres. 

Population  (Estimated  Mid  1956) 

Number  of  Houses,  Bungalows  and  Flats  at  1.4.56  ... 

Rateable  Value  at  1.4.56 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  1956/57  ... 


44,200 

12,505 

£798,437 

£3,250 


Live  Births 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

370 

373 

743 

Illegitimate 

8 

8 

16 

378 

381 

759 

Birth  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  17.2 

Comparability  factor  is  0.94,  giving  adjusted  birth 

rate  of  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16.2 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  15.7 

Still  Birth  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  5  4  9 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  1  —  1 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  0.23 

Still  Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  0.37 


Deaths 

Male  ...  184 

Female  ...  217 


7 


401 


Death  Rate  (per  thousand  population)  ...  ...  8.8 

Comparability  factor  is  1.22  giving  adjusted  death 

rate  of  .  10.7 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  11.7 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Infant  Deaths  under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  thousand  live  births)  ...  23.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  23.8 


Provision  of  Hospitals  and  Clinics 
in  the  Area  During  1956 

Hospitals  : 

Ashford  Hospital,  London  Road,  Ashford. 

Staines  Hospital,  Kingston  Road,  Staines. 

Chest  Clinic: 

Chest  Clinic,  Ashford  Hospital,  London  Road,  Ashford. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics,  etc  : 

These  are  provided  by  the  Middlesex  County  Council  at  the 
following  addresses  : 

“  The  Grange,”  Gresham  Road,  Staines. 

The  Health  Centre,  Stanwell  Road,  Ashford. 

Laleham  Village  Hall,  Laleham. 

Stanwell  Village  Hall,  Stanwell. 

Notifiable  Diseases 

A  chart  showing  the  diseases  notified  in  their  age  groups  is 
appended. 

Tuberculosis 

Twenty  Six  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  and 
there  were  three  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  A  chart 
showing  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  notifications  and  deaths 
is  appended. 
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Infectious  Diseases  Notified  During  1956 


Under 

1  yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

5-9 

yrs. 

10-14 

yrs. 

15-24 

yrs. 

25  & 

Over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

4 

8 

2 

1 

1 

17 

Whooping 

Cough 

2 

9 

7 

13 

1 

— 

1 

33 

Acute 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Measles 

2 

12 

14 

24 

2 

1 

2 

57 

Diphtheria  ... 

. 

Under  5-14  15-44  45-64  65  & 


5  yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

Over  Total 

Acute  pneumonia 

...  1 

— 

3 

2 

—  6 

Dysentery . 

1 

4 

1 

— 

—  6 

Acute  encephalitis 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

Paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

— 

—  . — 

Erysipelas 

•  *  • 

— 

— 

2 

—  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  •  • 

— 

4 

— 

—  4 

Food  poisoning 

- 

2 

1 

2 

—  5 
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Causes  of  Death 


Disease 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabete§ 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operation  of  war 


Male  Female 
1  1 

’  —  1 


1 

4 

22 


21 

1 

4 

23 

37 

10 

11 

4 

1 

9 

9 

1 

2 

1 


1 

4 

5 

5 

20 

1 

3 

26 

22 

7 

40 

9 

3 

13 

6 
1 
1 
2 
1 


3  1 

9  22 

2  2 

5  9 

2  1 


184  207 
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INFANT  DEATHS 
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National  Assistance  Act  1948,  S.47 

An  old  lady  lived  alone  in  a  house  in  Colnbrook  which  she 
owned,  and  the  conditions  under  which  she  was  living  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Department.  A  visit  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  revealed  the  very  unsatisfactory  conditions,  and  after  a 
personal  visit  I  subsequently  agreed  with  the  old  lady’s  own  doctor 
that  it  was  no  longer  possible  for  her  to  remain  at  this  house  with¬ 
out  proper  care.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  persuade  her  to 
enter  voluntarily  an  old  persons’  home  but  without  success.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Chairman  and  Vice-chair¬ 
man  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  in  conjunction  with  the 
patient’s  private  doctor,  I  approached  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
an  Order  for  the  old  lady’s  compulsory  removal  to  an  old  persons’ 
home,  and  the  removal  was  carried  out.  The  effect  of  the  Order 
obtained  from  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  was  to  commit  the  old 
person  to  the  home  specified  in  the  Order  for  a  period  not  exceed¬ 
ing  three  weeks.  This  Order  was  renewable  from  time  to  time,  but 
enquiries  have  shown  that  the  old  lady  has  settled  down  very  well 
at  the  Home  and  is  unlikely  to  want  to  return  to  her  own  house. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Regulation  20  to  prohibit  the 
sale  of  milk  suspected  of  causing  disease. 

Food  Poisoning 

Five  unrelated  cases  were  notified.  In  no  case  was  it  possible  to 
ascertain  with  accuracy  the  source  of  the  infection  although  en¬ 
quiries  were  made  at  the  home  and  there  was  full  bacteriological 
investigation.  There  were  no  deaths  attributable  only  to  food 
poisoning. 


Water 

Arrangements  for  the  supply  of  water  are  unchanged;  practically 
the  whole  of  the  area  is  supplied  by  the  South  West  Suburban  Water 
Co.  which  draws  water  from  the  River  Thames  at  their  waterworks 
at  Egham.  The  Company  has  modern  treatment  plant  and  the 
supply  continues  to  be  satisfaetory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

A  few  houses  in  the  Laleham  ward  adjacent  to  Chertsey  Bridge 
are  supplied  by  the  West  Surrey  Water  Company  and  a  part  of 
Colnbrook  by  the  Borough  of  Slough  Water  Undertaking.  The 
water  from  these  supplies  is  also  quite  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
in  quantity. 
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The  arrangements  for  the  chemical  analysis  and  bacteriological 
examination  of  raw  water  and  treated  water  continue  to  be  on  the 
lines  mentioned  in  previous  reports  and  this  Department  continues 
to  take  check  samples  of  main  water.  All  of  these  have  been  satis¬ 
factory.  The  water  has  no  plumbo  solvent  action  and  there  were  no 
reports  during  the  year  of  contamination.  The  following  report  is 
on  a  sample  of  water  taken  from  the  South  West  Suburban  Water 
Co.’s  mains  submitted  for  examination  during  1956. 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Appearance:  Bright  with 

a  very  few  particles. 

Colour 

5 

Turbidity  ...  Less  than  3 

pH  ...  ...  .. 

.  7.72 

Odour  ...  Very  faint 

Chlorine 

Electric  Conductivity 

.  560 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

...  8 

Chlorine  present  as 

Chloride  . . 

23 

Total  solids 

...  375 

Hardness:  Total  3(X) 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium 

Carbonate 

...  220 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ... 

.  4.2 

Carbonate 

...  220 

Non-Carbonate 

...  80 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  .. 

.  0.000 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

Absent 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

.  .082 

Oxygen  Absorbed 

...  0.70 

Metals 

absent 

Residual  Chlorine 

...  0.04 

Bacteriological  Results 


Number  of  Colonies  ldayat37°C.  2daysat37°C.  3daysat20°C. 
developing  on  Agar  4  per  ml.  4  per  ml.  2  per  ml. 


Present  in 

Presumptive  Coli- 
aerogenes  Reaction  ...  — ml. 

Bact.  coli  (Type  1)  ...  — ml. 

Cl  welchii  Reaction  ...  100ml. 


Absent  from 

100  ml. 

100  ml. 

10  ml. 


Pro'babh 
number 
0  per  100  ml. 
0  per  100  ml. 


This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance.  The  water 
is  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its  content  of  mineral  and 
saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  excessive.  Its  organic  quality 
and  bacterial  purity  are  of  a  high  standard. 

These  are  very  satisfactory  results  indicative  of  a  water  which  is 
pure  and  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  public  supply 
purposes. 
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Open  air  sw'inufiiiig  hath  at  Ashford  with  modern  filtration  plant.  Samples 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination  show  purity  of  water  maintained. 


Safety  in  the  home.  Almshouse  with  modern  fireplace  and  fireguard. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

Bridge  Street, 
Staines. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  1956  saw  the  coming  into  force  of  new  legislation  in 
the  Clean  Air  Act  1956,  and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955. 
These  are  measures  which  are  likely  to  take  a  long  time  to  have 
their  full  effect,  since  both  depend  for  their  ultimate  realisation  on 
the  support  and  understanding  of  the  public. 

The  Council  has  resolved  in  principle  to  support  the  provisions 
of  the  Clean  Air  Act  relating  to  the  declaration  of  smoke  control 
areas;  when  implemented  this  will  help  towards  achieving  the  aim 
of  a  smoke  free  atmosphere.  I  believe  we  are  seeing  the  awakening 
of  the  public  conscience  to  the  evils  of  atmospheric  pollution  and 
that  there  is  now  a  demand  for  cleaner  air  and  a  realisation  that 
smoke  pollution  does  not  have  to  be  tolerated  as  part  of  our  highly 
urbanised  way  of  life. 

The  area  is  being  surveyed  with  a  view  to  the  possibility  of 
declaring  a  smoke  control  area  or  areas  and  since  there  is  rela¬ 
tively  so  little  pollution  from  factories  in  this  district  the  greatest 
contribution  towards  clean  air  must  come  from  the  use  of  smokeless 
fuels  in  domestic  grates. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  for  food  shows  a  reduction 
on  1955,  this  is  in  part  due  to  the  Council’s  refusal  to  renew  the 
licence  of  one  slaughterhouse.  Much  of  the  slaughtering  continues 
to  be  done  during  the  evenings  and  on  Sundays  and  your  inspec¬ 
tors  have  to  be  available  to  inspect  the  carcases. 

With  regard  to  food  hygiene  and  particularly  preparation  and 
handling  of  food,  while  I  can  report  progress,  we  still  have  some 
way  to  go  to  achieve  the  high  standards  that  are  desirable.  I  believe 
that  the  public  is  ahead  of  many  traders  in  its  awareness  of  this 
subject  and  to  judge  from  complaints  and  from  questions  asked  by 
members  of  women’s  organisations  when  talks  on  food  hygiene  are 
given,  there  is  a  keener  demand  for  raising  standards  than  traders 
generally  realise. 
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Once  again  this  report  gives  me  the  opportunity  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  support  given  to  me  by  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  to  thank  all  my  colleagues  for  their  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

JOHN  MULLIN. 
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Summary  of  Inspections 


Inspections  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts 

. 

2015 

Improvement  Grants  ... 

... 

102 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

... 

32 

Overcrowding  ... 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

104 

Food  Premises 

997 

Slaughterhouses 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

902 

Pet  Animals  Act 

14 

Massage  and  Chiropody  Premises 

•  •  •  *  •  • 

8 

Cesspools 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

452 

Drainage  Works 

•  «  •  •  *  • 

1074 

Drain  Testing 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

41 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguard)  Regns.,  1953 

«  *  •  •  •  • 

18 

Factories  and  Outworkers 

... 

256 

Factories  (Fire  Escape) 

*  •  ♦  •  •  • 

66 

Smoke  Abatement 

... 

47 

Rodent  Control 

1402 

Vermin  ...  ...  ...  . 

86 

Keeping  of  Animals  and  Poultry 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

83 

Water  Supplies 

•  «  •  •  >  • 

41 

Infectious  Diseases 

... 

77 

Offensive  Trades 

. 

51 

Caravans 

. 

216 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

34 

Shops  Act 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

138 

Hawkers 

46 

Public  Conveniences 

. 

110 

Schools 

. 

27 

River  Pollution 

•  ■  •  •  <  < 

56 

Refuse  Deposits 

109 

Hairdressers 

*  •  •  ♦  • 

73 

Miscellaneous  ... 

... 

216 

8893 

Number  oj  Notices  Served : 

Informal 

Formal 

Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  9  ... 

4 

1 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

204 

47 

Food  &  Drugs,  Act,  1938 

81 

— 

Factories  Act,  1937 

6 

— 

Pests  Act,  1949  ... 

4 

— 

299  48 


During  the  year  417  complaints  were  received. 
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Housing  Statistics 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1956:  — 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Housing  Association  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  343 

Other  Persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  324 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  2015 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

lit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936:  — 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act:  — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  199 
Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

Proceedings  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act  1936:  — 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  10 

Proceedings  under  Section  25,  Housing  Act  1936:  — 

Number  of  Clearance  Areas  declared  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  unfit  dwellings  included  in  Clearance 
Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Proceedings  under  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953:  — 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  dwellings  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Overcrowding 

At  the  end  of  1955  thirty-two  cases  of  statutory  overcrowding 
were  known  to  exist.  During  1956  a  report  was  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  on  these  cases  and  the  Council  agreed 
to  allocate  sixteen  houses  during  each  of  the  years  1956  and  1957 
to  abate  the  overcrowding. 

Ten  families  were  rehoused  during  the  year  and  six  were  allo¬ 
cated  and  awaiting  rehousing. 


Legal  Proceedings 

Proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  against 
the  proprietor  of  a  cooked  meats  shop  for  selling  unsound  sausage 
rolls.  A  fine  of  £5  with  costs  was  imposed. 

After  a  protracted  hearing  the  Magistrates  dismissed  the  appeal 
of  a  slaughterhouse  owner  against  the  Council’s  refusal  to  renew 
his  licence. 

An  appeal  under  the  Middlesex  County  Council  Acts  against  the 
Council’s  refusal  to  allow  the  permanent  occupation  of  a  caravan 
was  dismissed. 


Drainage 

It  is  very  satifactory  to  note  that  the  laying  of  new  sewers  for 
the  redrainage  of  Staines  Ward  is  proceeding  and  apart  from  the 
engineering  and  economic  aspects  of  this  scheme  it  will  now  be 
possible  through  the  extension  of  sewers  to  provide  main  drainage 
to  all  but  a  few  isolated  properties. 

Close  co-operation  is  being  maintained  with  the  Engineers’  De¬ 
partment  on  this  scheme  and  owners  of  property  affected  are  being 
advised  of  the  possibility  of  connection  to  sewers.  To  this  end 
and  to  keep  the  cost  of  drainage  work  to  owners  as  low  as  prac¬ 
ticable  a  number  of  schemes  for  combined  drainage  have  been 
arranged. 

Following  the  laying  of  sewers  on  the  Fairholme  Estate,  Ashford, 
it  was  possible  to  abolish  cesspools  at  sixty-seven  houses  and  con¬ 
nect  the  drainage  to  the  new  sewers.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  work, 
drainage  plans  were  prepared  and  tenders  obtained  for  the  indi¬ 
vidual  owners  of  the  houses.  In  several  cases  the  Council  made  a 
loan  to  owners  to  meet  the  cost,  the  period  for  repayment  usually 
being  three  years. 
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The  Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1956  enables  the  Council  in 
certain  parts  of  the  area  to  compel  owners  to  connect  drainage  to 
a  sewer  when  the  Council  are  providing  a  new  sewer.  This  will 
prove  of  considerable  value  in  abolishing  cesspool  drainage  in 
those  parts  of  the  district  where  the  Council  is  intending  to  lay 
new  sewers. 

The  Public  Health  Act  1936  was  found  not  to  be  entirely  satis¬ 
factory  on  this  point.  Experience  has  shown  that  some  owners  will 
continue  to  use  cesspool  drainage  and  refuse  to  meet  the  cost  of 
connecting  house  drains  to  a  sewer  even  though  a  sewer  may  be 
within  one  hundred  feet  from  the  building. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 

The  rent  increase  linked  to  repair  provisions  of  this  Act  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  ignored  by  property  owners  and  the  Act  has  failed 
in  its  purpose,  namely  to  secure  the  repair  and  maintenance  of 
houses. 

One  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  issued  and  one  Certificate  was 
revoked;  six  Certificates  were  still  in  force  from  previous  years, 
the  owners  not  having  carried  out  the  specified  repairs. 

Housing  Act,  1949 
Improvement  Grants 

The  scheme  for  improving  old  houses  by  the  provision  of  modern 
amenities  and  for  the  conversion  of  large  houses  to  flats  by  means 
of  a  grant  of  one  half  of  the  cost  still  does  not  seem  to  interest 
owners  of  houses. 

In  this  area  there  is  little  scope  for  using  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  to  increase  accommodation  because  there  are  few  larger  houses 
suitable  for  conversion,  but  there  is  an  appreciable  number  of 
older  houses  in  sound  structural  condition  well  worthy  of  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a  bathroom  and  hot  water  supply.  I  am  certain  a  majority 
of  tenants  of  such  houses  would  be  willing  to  pay  an  increased 
rent  to  secure  an  amenity  which  today  can  only  be  regarded  as 
essential. 

Ten  applications  for  the  addition  of  bathrooms  were  approved, 
the  average  grant  from  the  Council  was  £137. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

The  Council’s  powers  to  control  the  occupation  of  moveable 
dwellings  are  provided  by  the  Middle§ex  County  Council  Acts 
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1944/56  and  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  is  not  in 
force.  These  local  Act  powers  are  much  more  satisfactory  than  the 
general  power  of  the  Public  Health  Act  and  have  had  to  be  brought 
into  use  frequently  to  control  the  trend  towards  the  use  of  caravans 
as  permanent  dwellings. 

In  my  experience  the  caravan  whether  it  be  modern  trailer  type 
or  a  converted  motor  bus  body  can  never  provide  a  satisfactory 
home,  particularly  where  there  are  children.  Yet  there  is  a  definite 
tendency  on  the  part  of  a  section  of  the  public  to  buy  a  caravan 
and  then  try  to  find  a  site  and  occupy  it  without  the  consent  of  the 
Council,  leaving  it  to  this  Department  to  seek  them  out  and  take 
enforcement  action  where  necessary. 

Many  families  of  course  prefer  the  occupation  of  a  caravan  to 
sharing  a  house  with  relatives,  but  the  caravan  provides  no  real 
solution  to  the  housing  p^roblem  and  indeed  it  merely  aggravates 
it  in  an  area  where  there  is  insufficient  land  to  provide  houses  for 
those  already  on  the  Council’s  waiting  list. 

It  seems  that  young  couples  who  occupy  a  caravan  find  it  meets 
their  needs  at  first  while  both  husband  and  wife  are  out  at  work 
as  is  often  the  case  today,  but  they  soon  find  difficulties  when  they 
have  children.  The  caravan  is  no  place  to  bring  up  a  family  and  I 
have  known  many  cases  of  frayed  nerves  on  the  part  of  the  occu¬ 
piers  when  the  wife  has  had  to  cope  with  children  in  the  restricted 
area  of  a  caravan  during  a  wet  week-end  in  the  winter. 

The  Council  always  considers  on  its  merits  each  application  to 
use  a  caravan  and  within  the  framework  of  the  policy  of  allowing 
no  further  increase  in  the  number  of  caravans,  does  try  to  minimise 
hardship  to  applicants. 

For  this  reason  a  temporary  consent  to  occupy  a  caravan  is  given 
where  the  circumstances  justify  this  course.  Examples  are  for 
agricultural  workers  on  farms  and  for  a  caretaker  on  the  site  of  a 
gravel  pit  where  it  would  not  be  reasonable  for  the  owners  to  pro¬ 
vide  permanent  accommodation. 

Nine  temporary  consents  were  given  for  periods  of  six  months  or 
one  year.  Proceedings  were  taken  in  one  case  to  secure  the  removal 
of  a  caravan  from  the  garden  of  a  small  house  where  it  had  been 
occupied  by  a  family  without  consent. 

As  in  former  years,  it  was  necessary  to  take  action  to  prevent 
the  occupation  of  caravans  on  roadside  waste  by  vagrants  of  the 
type  known  locally  as  “  diddykies  ”.  This  type  of  caravanner 
quickly  makes  a  nuisance  of  himself  and  many  complaints  are  re¬ 
ceived  from  residents  of  their  behaviour  if  they  are  allowed  to  stay 
on  a  site. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Inspections 

Bakehouses 

6 

44 

Baker§  and  Confectioners  Shops 

14 

59 

Butchers  Shops 

35 

130 

Bacon  Curer 

1 

2 

Brewery 

1 

1 

Cannery  and  Winery 

1 

8 

Clubs 

12 

15 

Dairies 

7 

33 

Fish  Shops  (wet  and  fried  fish)  ... 

14 

43 

Grocers 

89 

261 

Greengrocers 

39 

50 

Hospital  Kitchens 

2 

4 

Licensed  Premises 

36 

69 

Off-Licences 

9 

1 

Mineral  Water  Manufacturer 

1 

1 

Mineral  Water  Depots 

2 

2 

Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

36 

135 

School  kitchens 

15 

25 

Slaughterhouses 

4 

902 

Sweets  and  Tobacco 

45 

29 

Wholesale  warehouses 

6 

15 

Works  canteens 

12 

23 

Food  Storage  (Hawkers)  ... 

17 

46 

Food  premises  registered  under 

Section  16  of  the 

Food  and 

Drugs  Act,  1955. 

(a)  Sale  of  Ice  Cream 

...  ...  ... 

138 

(b)  Sausage  manufacturers 

...  ...  ... 

8 

(c)  Fish  Friers 

... 

7 

Milk 

The  number  of  Dairies  and  Milk 

Milk  Distributors 
Dairies  ... 

The  following  licences  have  been 

Distributors  registered  are:  — 

.  30 

.  7 

issued : 

Dealers  Supplementary 

Desii^nation 

Licences 

Licences 

Tuberculin  Tested 

8 

13 

Pasteurised 

8 

13 

Sterilised 

15 

11 

An  Order  is  in  force  specifying  the  area  as  one  in 

which  only 

desisnated  milks  can  be  sold. 
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Ice-Crcam  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations 

Practically  all  the  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  continues  to  be 
manufactured  by  three  firms  whose  product  is  distributed  all  over 
the  country. 

Twelve  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 
Seven  were  placed  in  Grade  1  and  five  in  Grade  2. 

Meat  Inspection  at  Slaughterhouses 

A  list  is  appended  showing  the  number  of  animals  killed,  the 
carcases  inspected  and  details  of  carcases  condemned.  The  total 
number  of  animals  killed  was  13,264. 

Fuller  details  of  the  meat  condemned  have  been  reported  to  the 
Public  Health  Committee  each  month  and  records  are  available 
should  they  be  required  for  statistical  or  other  purposes. 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole 

or  in  part 


Cattle 

Excluding  Cows 
Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

575 

217 

2908 

1306 

8258 

Number  inspected 

575 

217 

2908 

1306 

8258 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

92 

62 

3 

12 

465 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

16.0 

28.6 

0^  1 
1.0 

0.9 

5.6 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

19 

29 

_ 

_ 

44 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

3.3 

13.4 

— 

— 

0.53 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

_ 

_ 

_ 

■ 

_ 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

3 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Condemned  meat  and  food  is  dealt  with  at  a  factory  in  the  area 
where  it  is  processed  for  industrial  use. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  shows  a  reduction  on  pre¬ 
vious  years,  this  is  partly  due  to  the  Council’s  refusal  to  renew  the 
licence  of  one  slaughterhouse  where  very  unhygienic  conditions  had 
been  observed.  The  owner  appealed  against  this  decision;  after  a 
lengthy  hearing  the  appeal  was  dismissed.  Four  slaughterhouses  are 
licensed,  one  of  these  was  not  used  at  all  during  1956. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  contir^ue  to  act  as  Certifying 
Officers  under  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food 
Scheme  for  payments  to  pig  producers. 

Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  7,265  pigs,  the  fees  received 
by  the  Council  for  this  work  amounted  to  £193.11.6. 

Hawkers  of  Food 

Middlesex  County  Council  Act  1950,  S.ll 

Registration  of  hawkers  of  food  under  this  Act  is  designed  to 
prevent  unsatisfactory  persons  engaging  in  food  trading  and  also 
requires  premises  used  by  such  traders  to  be  registered  for  food 
storage. 

Seven  traders  were  registered  during  1956  bringing  the  total  of 
hawkers  registered  to  52.  Many  of  these  do  not  trade  regularly. 

The  number  of  storage  premises  registered  was  17. 

The  following  foods  were  surrendered  in  food  premises  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption. 

2198  canned  foods 
28  lbs.  cheese 
454  lbs.  beef 
90  lbs.  lamb  livers 
52  lbs.  veal 
28  lbs.  pigs  kidneys 
280  lbs.  pork 

217  lbs.  sweets  and  chocolates 
77  lbs.  flour 
17  lbs.  semolina 
75  lbs.  sugar 
56  lbs.  dried  milk 

48  lbs.  sultanas 

49  lbs.  custard  powder 
140  lbs.  foods,  various 
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Food  Hygiene 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  came  into  force  during  the 
year  and  all  food  traders  were  advised  of  the  new  requirements. 

Experience  has  shown  that  it  is  not  possible  to  persuade 
employees  in  the  food  trades  to  attend  lectures  and  demonstrations 
in  their  own  time  and  there  are  no  premises  with  a  sufficient  number 
of  employees  to  make  it  practicable  to  arrange  educational  activities 
at  the  place  of  employment.  For  these  reasons  the  Inspectors  con¬ 
tinue  to  call  attention  to  unsatisfactory  methods  as  they  are  ob¬ 
served  and  to  explain  to  management  and  employees  the  reasons 
why  a  practice  or  habit  is  considered  unsatisfactory.  It  is  considered 
that  such  “  on  the  spot  ”  demonstrations  are  of  far  more  value 
and  leave  a  more  lasting  impression. 


New  self-service  store  with  hygienic  food  display. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

1  am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  A.  O’Keefe,  Chief  Officer,  Public  Control 
Department,  Middlesex  County  Council,  for  the  following  report 
on  duties  carried  out  by  his  Department  in  the  Staines  Council 
Area, 

New  Milk.  Eleven  samples  of  milk  obtained  from  one  farmer 
were  found  to  be  deficient  in  fat  and  solids-not-fat.  A  letter  of 
caution  and  advice  was  sent  to  the  farmer.  Six  samples  from  another 
farmer  proved  to  be  deficient  in  solids-not-fat.  Here  again  a  letter 
of  caution  and  advice  was  sent  to  the  farmer.  Three  samples  of 
milk  from  a  farmer  were  slightly  deficient  in  fat,  but  subsequent 
samples  were  genuine  and  no  further  action  was  taken.  A  sample 
from  yet  another  farmer  was  deficient  in  solids-not-fat,  but  asso¬ 
ciated  and  subsequent  samples  were  genuine  and  no  further  action 
was  taken. 

Milk,  various.  A  sample  of  Channel  Island  milk  was  deficient 
in  fat.  Follow-up  samples  proved  genuine  and  no  further  action 
was  taken.  Two  samples  of  hot  milk  from  a  cafe  contained  added 
water.  Proceedings  were  authorised  and  a  fine  of  £5  Os.  Od.  plus 
£5  5s.  Od.  costs  imposed. 

Bread.  A  bread  roll,  submitted  by  a  private  purchaser,  con¬ 
tained  stale  dough  and  particles  of  dirt.  An  official  caution  was 
issued  to  the  bakers. 

Sausages.  Two  samples  of  sausages,  procured  from  the  same 
shop,  contained  undeclared  preservative.  An  official  caution  was 
issued.  One  sample,  obtained  from  another  shop,  also  contained 
undeclared  preservative,  but  follow-up  samples  proved  genuine  and 
no  further  action  was  taken. 

Sweets.  A  sample  of  confectionery  contained  mortar.  Proceed¬ 
ings  were  authorised  but  subsequently  withdrawn  as  it  was  dis¬ 
covered  that  the  manufacturers  were  bankrupt. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  section  47,  contains  new  pro¬ 
visions  concerning  the  descriptions  which  can  be  applied  to  certain 
substances  which  resemble  cream  in  appearance  but  are  not  cream. 
This  has  necessitated  the  making  of  many  inspection  visits  and  the 
giving  of  advice  to  all  traders  likely  to  be  concerned  to  ensure  that 
they  were  fully  aware  of  these  new  requirements. 

Merchandise  Marks  Acts,  1887-1926.  Eighty-eight  inspections 
of  shops  were  undertaken  to  ensure  that  the  Marking  Orders  rela¬ 
ting  to  certain  imported  foodstuffs  made  under  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  1926  were  complied  with.  936  separate  displays  of 
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meat,  apples,  tomatoes,  poultry  and  dried  fruit  were  examined. 
Verbal  cautions  were  given  in  respect  of  minor  infringements  not 
being  found  so  serious  as  to  warrant  more  stringent  action.  Pro¬ 
ceedings  were  authorised  against  a  firm  of  butchers  for  exposing  for 
sale  imported  meat  and  offal  not  marked  with  an  indication  of  the 
country  of  origin.  The  firm  in  turn  prosecuted  their  manager  as 
the  actual  offender  in  these  offences.  He  was  fined  £2  5s.  0.,  the 
firm  being  exempt  from  penalty  on  conviction  of  the  manager. 

The  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  1953.  This  Order  requires  that, 
in  general,  pre-packed  foods  shall  bear  on  the  label  a  clear  state¬ 
ment  of  the  designation  of  the  food  and,  in  the  case  of  compound 
foods,  the  ingredients.  It  also  requires  that  the  name  and  address 
of  the  packer  or  labeller  appears.  At  21  premises  66  articles  of 
pre-packed  food  were  examined.  No  proceedings  were  taken  in 
respect  of  any  of  the  infringements  detected  and  manufacturers  took 
immediate  steps  to  correct  unsatisfactory  labels  as  soon  as  their 
attention  was  drawn  to  them. 

False  or  Misleading  Descriptions.  A  considerable  amount  of  work 
is  carried  out  each  year  in  scrutinising  advertisements  and  the  label¬ 
ling  of  pre-packed  food  and  taking  such  action  as  is  possible  to  secure 
satisfactory  amendments  in  those  cases  where  a  label  or  advertise¬ 
ment  contains  a  false  or  misleading  description  of  the  food  to  which 
it  relates.  This  work  is  of  benefit  to  all  districts  of  Middlesex,  irres¬ 
pective  of  where  the  offending  advertisement  or  label  is  discovered, 
and  during  the  year  under  review  corrective  action  has  been  taken 
in  respect  of  cherry  wine,  biscuits,  chocolate  Easter  eggs,  flour  and 
sugar  confectionery,  imitation  caviare,  blackcurrant  punch,  fruit 
juice  drinks  and  creme  de  menthe. 

Special  Designated  Milk.  During  the  year  in  question  one 
licence  was  issued  by  my  Council  in  respect  of  the  use  of  the 
special  designation  “  pasteurised  ”  for  milk  processed  within  your 
area.  The  premises  were  inspected  regularly  and  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  or  Regulations  was  maintained.  Fifty- 
two  samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory. 

Safe  Milk.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  thirty-one  samples  of 
raw  milk  were  procured  and  submitted  to  test  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli.  One  sample  was  found  to  be  positive  and  investi¬ 
gations  were  undertaken  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  which  resulted  in  one  cow  from  the  herd  concerned 
being  slaughtered.  Subsequent  sampling  from  the  same  herd  proved 
correct. 
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Article 
Milk,  new 

Milk,  various  . 

Bread 

Butter 

Cooked  Meat 

Cream 

Drugs 

Fish  and  Fish  Products  .. 
Fruit,  fresh,  canned 
Liver 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Sausages 

Sweets 

Vinegar 

Wines  and  Spirits 
Miscellaneous 


Total  Samples 

Procured  Unsatisfactory 


80 

38 

2 

11 

3 
6 
5 
7 

4 
4 

3 

4 
3 

11 

14 

18 


21 

3 

1 


3 

1 
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Shops  Act 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of  all  parts  of 
this  Act. 

With  regard  to  closing  hours,  practically  all  shops  close  much 
earlier  than  the  hours  allowed  by  law.  Evening  and  Sunday  inspec¬ 
tions  disclosed  contraventions  in  that  small  general  shops  were 
selling  articles  the  sale  of  which  was  not  permissable.  Five  traders 
were  cautioned  for  such  contraventions.  Owners  of  two  mobile 
shops  were  advised  of  the  requirements  of  the  Act  and  cautioned 
for  selling  groceries  after  the  permitted  hours. 
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Factories  Act,  1937 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

written  Occupiers 

R  egister 

! nspections  notices  prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

I,  2,  3,  4  and  6  arc  to  be 

enforced  by  L.A.s 

12 

7  —  — 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  1, 
in  which  Section  7  is  en- 

forced  by  the  L,A. 

255 

247  6  — 

3.  Other  Premises  under  the 

Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 

premises) 

3 

-)  _  _ 

TOTALS 

270 

256  6  — 

Cases  in  which 

Defects 

Were  P’ound 

Found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose- 
Referred  cations 

ToH.M.  ByH.M.  were  in- 
Re  medied  Inspector  Inspector  stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  ...  — 

— 

—  —  . — . 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

— 

—  —  . — 

Unreasonable  Temp.  (S.3)  — 

— 

—  —  — 

Inad.  Vent’n.  (S.4)  ...  — 

— 

—  —  — 

Ineffect,  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6)  — 

— - 

—  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7):  — 

(a)  insufficient  ...  3 

3 

—  1  — 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  6 

6 

—  2  — 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  — 

— - 

. — -  —  — 

Other  offences,  not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 

Homework  ...  ...  2 

2 

—  1  — 

TOTALS  11 

11 

—  4  — 

Outworkers  : 

There  are  40  out-workers  in  the  Area,  all  making  wearing  apparel. 

Factories  Act,  1937,  Section  34 
Means  of  Escape  in  case  of  fire 

It  is  the  Council’s  duty  to  issue  Certificates  as  to  adequate  means 
of  escape  in  case  of  fire  at  certain  factories. 

A  check  was  made  of  all  the  factories,  and  twenty-eight  Certifi¬ 
cates  were  issued.  Amended  Certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of 
five  factories. 
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Keeping  of  Animals 

A  consequence  of  the  extensive  development  that  has  gone  on 
since  the  end  of  the  war  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
complaints  regarding  keeping  of  animals — mainly  pig  keeping. 

A  number  of  pig  styes  were  situate  in  open  parts  of  the  area 
and  houses  are  now  erected  close  to  them. 

The  Council  decided  it  was  advisable  to  have  byelaws  in  force 
under  Section  81  Public  Health  Act  1936  and  to  seek  to  include 
in  the  bye-laws  clauses  to  prevent  pig  keeping  within  a  certain 
distance  from  a  dwelling  house  and  to  deal  with  offensive  smells 
from  boiling  of  pig  food. 

Rodent  Control 

Treatment  of  infestations  at  private  dwelling  houses  continued  to 
be  free  while  a  small  charge  is  made  for  business  premises.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  majority  of  infestations  arise  from  lack  of  care 
in  pig  keeping  and  domestic  poultry  keeping;  all  that  is  necessary 
to  secure  a  reduction  in  rodents  is  for  those  responsible  to  take 
simple  precautions  in  the  feeding  and  housing  of  their  livestock. 


Number  of  properties  inspected  ...  1402 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  treated  for: 
a  Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  485 

b  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Number  of  other  premises  treated:  ...  56 
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Modern  public  conveniences  with  free  washing  facilities. 
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